
















































2.14 SITE REMEDIATION CONSIDERATIONS

The multi-layered industrial uses that took place on the site, and the 
ATP site in particular, have left behind many traces, some of  which 
are significantly visible and others that are hidden.  It is important 
and necessary to conduct a thorough Brownfield site investigation 
in accordance with DEP regulations to ensure the safety and health 
of the Park’s future users. 

Through a competitive application process, the Great Falls Historic 
District was selected to participate in the NJDEP’s Brownfield Devel-
opment Area (BDA) Initiative.  In January 2006, the City of Paterson, 
the Paterson Environmental Revitalization Committee (PERC) and 
the NJDEP entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), 
which established the roles and responsibilities for the participants 
involved in this remediation/ revitalization process.  The initial BDA 
included eight brownfield sites for investigation, remediation and re-
development.  These former industrial sites will be remediated and 
redeveloped consistent with the City’s vision contained within the 
2003 Master Plan.  Some of these former sites fall within and outside 
the Park boundary.  Moving forward, consideration is being given to 
expanding the BDA boundary to include the entire State Park area.  
This expansion would result in a further streamlining of staff and 
resources.

Considering the historic significance of this site, all site remedia-
tion efforts must occur in concert with the stabilization of significant 
buildings, remains and archaeological resources.  This may be the 
primary challenge facing the redevelopment of this site.  The archi-
tectural remains of historical buildings - many which are unstable, 
have partially open basements, haphazard protrusions and badly de-
teriorating ceilings. 

To expedite the Brownfield investigation process two critical tasks 
will take place simultaneously: 

1. Representatives from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO) 
together with Paterson Historic Preservation Commission (PHPC) 
and the National Park Service (NPS) will put together a team of ar-
chaeologists and historians who will assess and determine the con-
tributing value of each structure in order to begin the structural sta-
bilization process;

2. Office of Brownfield Remediation (OBR) will divide the inves-
tigation work in two parts: 1. Open spaces investigation; 2. Interior 
spaces investigation.  This division will enable the immediate start 
of investigation work in the open spaces while the interior spaces 
undergo Cultural Resource assessment.  

Other areas that require additional research and probable investi-
gation are the Columbia Textile (also known as the former National 
Silk Dyeing) and the Addy Textile Mills on Ryle Avenue, The Valley of 
the Rocks across the river from the ATP site, the former steam plant 
foundation and adjacent future amphitheater site.  The Valley of the 
Rocks has been quarried and housed a few smaller, lesser known 
mills and structures that no longer exist today. 
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