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AN INVENTORY OF FACTS AND TALES ABOUT PATERSON
REVEALS EXTRAORDINARY DEPTH AND RICHNESS.

Patersonis ofgreatinterestto many people foradiverse setofreasons
— part historical, part scenic, part natural, and part recreational. Its
diversecharacteristics arecapturedin severalesteemed designations,
including a MNational Historic Landmark District, a National Natural
Landmark and a National Civil and Mechanical Engineering Landmark.
Paterson is one of the nation's rare places that holds these multiple
coveted distinctions.

The Great Falls are a natural wonder. At approximately seventy-
seven feet tall, rushing up to two billion gallons of water each day
off of basalt cliffs, the Great Falls is the second largest waterfall by
volume and width east of the Mississippi River. The Great Falls is
an aesthetic and spectacular scenic attraction, but its prominence
extends to its utility at the dawn of our new nation, where sheer
energy and power of the Falls played an integral role in America’s
history and economic independence.

The tremendous force of the Great Falls inspired Alexander Hamilton
to propose the first major water power system in the United States
and to create the Society for Establishing Useful Manufactures
(S.UM.), the chartered organization responsible for atiracting
industry. Conceived in 1791 and designed by Pierre Charles LEnfant
and implemented by Peter Colt, this innovative raceway and power
system set the framework for one of the first American communities
to integrate water power, industrial development and urban planning.
Previously dependent on foreign industrial powers, the planning and
development of Paterson was America's first attempt to develop an
industry-based city in a previously solely agrarian economy.

The abundance of inexpensive energy provided by the Great Falls
water power system atiracted entrepreneurs who built industrial
factories and facilities. These included the Roger's Locomotive
Works, the Colt Gun Mill, various textile and silk manufacturing mills,
facilities that built the first motorized submarine as well as the early
Wright aircraft engines, and many more productive working mills.

Throughout the nineteenth century, Paterson emerged as the place
that forged America’s industrial-economic base. These are sweeping
themes in the history of the United States, and the new Great Falls
State Park should be a place where the visitor can learn about past
achievements, stories and their importance for current times.

The Master Plan for the new Great Falls State Park unleashes the
power of these sublime legacies to create a modern-day destination
experience. Paterson's “outdoor living room” weaves together a
series of stories and places to create a whole that is more than the
sum of its parts. Importantly, this new Park will not simply interpret
and exhibit the past but will also help create the conditions for a
new, contemporary Paterson, with new spaces for social interaction,
education and experience.
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